


Request an American expert or cultural group

The U.S. Mission to Russia regularly brings American subject-matter experts, music and dance groups, artists, athletes, teachers, and professors to Russia to build bridges between our two countries. 
Individuals and organizations may submit a request, using the form below, for the U.S. Embassy to sponsor an American individual or group to speak or perform in Russia, or to take part in an online engagement from the United States. The program theme should contribute to cultural dialogue on key topics important to the United States and Russia. 
Preference will be given to programs that address one or more of these key themes:
· Concrete demonstrations of cooperation between Americans and Russians in the area of 
space exploration, science, and technology;
· Collaborative artistic and cultural programs that result in joint deliverables or performances;
· Grassroots expression, and fiction and nonfiction storytelling through writing, art, and new media;
· City-to-city partnerships;
· American business values, including innovation, entrepreneurship, and the role of fair labor and judicial practices as a key to economic stability;
· Programs that support women and minority rights, and programs that provide skills and tools for people with disabilities. 

Program Overview 
Interaction between Americans and Russians is important for a productive and open relationship. The U.S. Embassy in Moscow and our consulates in Yekaterinburg and Vladivostok work with Russian organizations and institutions and American experts to create opportunities for interaction and collaboration.
Americans typically come to Russia for 1-2 weeks and visit more than one city. We prefer programs that extend outside of Moscow or St. Petersburg when possible. In some cases, an expert or a cultural group from America may be based in one city for a longer workshop to provide in-depth training to a group of people. At other times, a program may take place in many cities across Russia with multiple speaking engagements per day. The embassy committee will read each proposal carefully and coordinate with you to create a program that meets our criteria. 
A speaker or cultural program sponsored by the embassy typically covers the expenses the American guest or guests will incur to fulfil the official program, as well as some logistical costs for the program in Russia. Once we approve your application, we will clarify in writing which portions of the program will be funded by the U.S. Embassy. Certain restrictions on flights and accommodations per U.S. government regulations apply, so it is important that applicants do not book flights or accommodation, as the embassy manages these logistics directly.

Past Partners have included:
· Music festivals
· Museums
· Art and photo galleries
· Schools and universities
· Theater halls
· Dance festivals
· Comic book conventions
· Libraries
· Nonprofit organizations
· Universities and educational institutions 

Eligibility Information:
Russian individuals and organizations may request an American speaker or performer. American experts or cultural groups may also apply, but a request will be strengthened with a letter of support from one or more Russian partner organizations. Americans who are discussing possible collaboration with Russian organizations and festivals should encourage their Russian partners to submit a proposal. 

Proposals will be accepted from:
· Registered not-for-profit organizations, including think tanks and civil society/non-governmental organizations with programming experience
· Individuals
· Non-profit or governmental educational institutions
· Unregistered student and community groups
· Municipal and federal institutions 
· In some cases, for-profit or commercial entities may apply, as long as the program activities benefit the Russian public and do not generate income for the company or otherwise benefit the company.

Program Guidelines
· Most American experts or groups travel to Russia for one to two weeks. Visits to Russia can either consist of a series of engagements in several cities, or an in-depth workshop at one site in Russia lasting four days or more. It is generally not cost effective to sponsor an individual for less than a week. 

· Programs extending beyond Moscow and St. Petersburg are preferred. American experts and groups may start or end their program in Moscow or St. Petersburg, but the preference is for reaching audiences outside of these two cities.

· All Americans traveling to Russia by air must comply with the Fly America Act by using an American airline or codeshare. To ensure proper stewardship of taxpayer funds, the U.S. Government may only purchase economy airfare for travelers.   

· If your program is approved, the U.S. Embassy will work directly with the visitor to arrange the Russian visa, airfare, insurance, lodging, per diem for meals, and in some cases, a modest honorarium. 

· The program and audience engagements should not financially profit the local organization or visitor.
To request a speaker or performer, please download and fill out an application, and submit it to: USembRUculture@state.gov 
Questions can be directed to: USembRUculture@state.gov 

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: I know whom I want to invite; is that okay?
A: Yes, please list their name and credentials (bio and CV) in your application. If the person or group you want is not available, we might suggest alternatives. 

Q: What if I don’t know the exact person I want to invite?
A: You don’t have to know the exact person or group you want to invite. We will help locate an expert or group based on the details you’ve provided.

Q: I only have a few activities planned; is that okay?
A: Our programs usually include a rest day upon the arrival of the individual or group, but in an effort to use time effectively, there should be events planned every day. A program that does not fully promote U.S.-Russian cooperation in an effective manner may not be accepted. The program should not profit your organization and should help America and Russia better understand one another. There should be portions of the program that are open to the public. If your program appears worthwhile to building mutual understand between our two countries, the Embassy will determine if there is a way to easily add more components to make the visit to Russia worthwhile. 

Q: Is it okay if I’ve already been in touch with the person?
A: Yes, it’s fine if you have already been in contact with the individual or group. But please note that the official decision for Embassy sponsorship will come from the U.S. Embassy, and an official letter with details about the full program will be sent to the U.S. visitor from the Embassy. Please do not negotiate prices and details such as air transportation, hotels, honorarium, or per diem.  Only the Embassy may negotiate those details with the visitor.

Q: My event is in one city for just a few days. Can you help find other engagements in Russia so that the program is longer?
A: Yes, in many cases, the Embassy can reach out to our contacts and partners and try to find more engagements for your person or group, if needed. However, it is not always possible for us to find ways to extend the trip to other cities. We highly recommend that you reach out to other individuals or organizations and create a robust program for the visitor or visitors using your own channels and networks. 

Q: The visitor wants to fly business class; is that possible? 
A: The U.S. Embassy cannot purchase business or first-class tickets. Visitors may opt to pay for ticket upgrades themselves, with their own payment or travel miles. 

Q: We will need an interpreter. Can interpretation be provided by the Embassy?
A: Yes, if an interpreter cannot be secured by the requesting organization, the Embassy’s program can pay for interpretation costs, where necessary. 

Q: We are a university; can we invite someone to give lectures or workshops?
A: Yes, this is allowable. The speaker should have some programs that are open to the public however. For longer programs (such as 2-6 weeks), your organization or institution should apply for a Fulbright Specialist. 

Q: Will someone from the Embassy or Consulate travel with the visitor?
A: In some cases, an Embassy officer or staff member will accompany the visitor, but sometimes we will rely on the requesting organization or our implementing partner to accompany the visitor or group. 

Q: The visit will require the rental of venues and equipment; is this allowable?
A: Yes, if the Embassy approves the venues and equipment first, our program will cover these fees directly. You will need to research the cost and verify that the dates are available. 

Q: We would like to print flyers and brochures about the event; is this allowable?
A: Yes, if the Embassy approves your plan for flyers and brochures, these fees can be paid directly from our program budget. You will need to design the materials and determine the exact costs.

Q: The event will require some advertisements in local print and online media; is this allowable?
A: Yes, we encourage you to make your events free and open to the public and to advertise through available channels. If you will require funds for publicity, you must consult with the Embassy ahead of any plans or payments, as the Embassy will need to approve of any purchases that we will pay for. 

Q: We want to have some refreshments at the events; is that allowable?  What about wine?
A: If the Embassy approves of your proposed refreshments, the Embassy will pay the amount directly as part of the program. However, the Embassy is not allowed to pay for alcoholic beverages for our programming events. Your organization may opt to pay for alcoholic beverages for an event sponsored by the Embassy.  

Q: The American visitor wants to purchase and ship some books for their program in Russia; is this allowable?
A: Yes, if the Embassy approves of the items ahead of time, educational items such as books and DVDs may be purchased for donated use as part of the program. The Embassy will pay these costs directly, and the educational materials will be shipped from the United States to the Embassy or Consulate. Visitors may not sell books, CDs, or DVDs while on their program.

Q: Who is responsible for transportation?
A: This will be negotiated in the acceptance letter. It is important that you as the requester make sure the schedule is up-to-date and the program is organized. You will be responsible for making sure that representatives from your organization attend all events and make all arrangements that have been agreed upon in advance. You will need to indicate who will be with the visitor at each event.

Q: I’m an American. How can I come to Russia to speak or play music? 
A: Typically the U.S. Embassy invites Russian individuals and organizations to request a U.S. speaker or performer. American experts or cultural groups may also apply, but a request will be strengthened with a letter of support from one or more Russian partner organizations with whom you would program. If you wish to come to Russia to teach or do research, please see our page of opportunities for American citizens. 

Q: An American wants to come to Russia to do research. Is that ok?
A: The Embassy cannot fund American researchers to travel to Russia to do research on Russian life, culture, or history. Americans who wish to pursue research in Russia should refer to the core Fulbright program (for projects lasting 3-9 months) or the Fulbright specialist program (for projects lasting 2-6 weeks).

Q: I’m an American and I want to go to Russia to study Russian. Can I apply here?
A: This mechanism for U.S. visitor support cannot fund American students to travel to Russia to learn Russian. Please visit the State Department website for programs for Americans.  
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